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successes are due to the recognition of the new democratic impulses toward 
self-government. It seems altogether probable that the class which is 
coming to be the ruling class will never come into the church until they 
come to govern it, and in the modern spirit. Many will prefer mediaeval 
subjection, but the majority are done with that in politics and industry, 
and they are not likely to put their necks in any sort of a parson's yoke. 
Perhaps it would be safe to conclude that the workingmen, long stupefied 
and cowed, who once professed any faith which their masters laid upon 
them, have come to a sense of reality and sincerity. Perhaps they will 
be like him who 

"Fought his doubts and gathered strength; 

He would not make his judgment blind; 
He faced the specters of his mind 

And laid them; thus he came at length 
To find a stronger faith his own." 

Only a prophet could foretell the issue of the present discouraging situa- 
tion; and Mr. Booth is statistician, not prophet. Yet among the books 
of fact which the ministers of our age need most to ponder these volumes 
on Religious Influences in London must long take highest place. 

Charles R. Henderson. 
University of Chicago. 
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Of peculiar interest are the Ely Lectures for 1903, delivered at Union 
Theological Seminary by Dr. Bliss. 1 The purpose of the lectures was to 
sketch that interest of the world at large in Palestine which has, in modern 
times, resulted in organized exploration in that country. The lecturer has 
conceived his subject broadly, for he begins with a sketch of the references 
to Palestine in Egyptian records and in the cuneiform literature, where the 
interest in the country was political. He follows this with an account of the 
treatment received by the Holy Land at the hands of Greek writers such 
as Polybius and Strabo. All this is reviewed in the first chapter under 
the title "The Dawn of Exploration." The second chapter, "The Age of 
Pilgrimage," treats of the period from the Bordeaux Pilgrim to the Crusades. 
The subjects of the succeeding chapters are : (3) " The Crusades and After," 
(4) "From Fabri to Robinson," (5) "Edward Robinson," (6) "Renan and 
His Contemporaries," (7) "The Palestine Exploration Fund," and (8) 
"The Exploration of the Future." In these chapters the way in which 

1 The Development of Palestine Exploration. Being the Ely Lectures for 1903. 
By Frederick Jones Bliss. New York: Scribner, 1906. xvii + 337 pages. $1.50. 
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religious interest has broadened so as to include archaeology is well 
described. 

The book is of value to anyone interested in any way in Palestine. 
Its defects are due to the circumstances under which it was produced. 
A long list of writers on Palestine — historians, pilgrims, travelers, and 
explorers — must be passed in review. Even when one selects only the 
most important, as our author does, many pages become little more than 
lists of names, with the briefest possible comment. Even these pages 
are of great value, however, to one desiring a guide to the immense litera- 
ture on Palestine. In the necessarily brief survey an undue amount of 
space is given to the biography of Edward Robinson. This is natural in 
a course of lectures given at the Seminary where Robinson was a professor, 
but it seems a blemish nevertheless. Again, much space is given to the 
Palestine Exploration Fund and but little to the sister-society, the Deutscher 
Palastina-Verein. This is perhaps natural, inasmuch as the lecturer 
was for several years explorer to the Palestine Exploration Fund. It may 
be excused, too, on the ground that the English society was first in the field 
and affords a good example of such organized effort. It should be said 
also, that in the few words devoted to the German society the author is 
justly appreciative of its services. 

The work, as a whole, is written in an admirable spirit. Justice is 
done to the labors of each writer mentioned, though Dr. Bliss does not 
hesitate to mete out fair criticsm to each when it seems necessary. Even 
Robinson, for whom he has a great admiration, does not escape. To 
follow no one blindly, and, if one must criticise, to do it like a Christian, 
are qualities worthy of emulation. 

In the concluding chapter the writer gives some opinions and sug- 
gestions on the exploration of the future. Coming, as they do, from one 
who has spent many years in the country, and who has had the experience 
as an excavator that Dr. Bliss has, these suggestions are especially valuable. 
No would-be explorer of the future should fail to read and ponder them. 
The writer does well to urge the importance of excavation in Palestine 
in comparison with Egypt and Babylonia. Information lies buried under 
the soil of the biblical lands quite as important as the more artistic remains 
of those richer countries. 

The book contains an occasional misprint. On p. 67 the immemorial 

"bakhshish" is spelled bukhshish, and on p. 132 stereotype stands for 

" stereotyped." 

George A. Barton. 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 



